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UNCLAS PRETORIA 4186 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINS, PROF, UNGA, SF, US, SHUM 

SUB: VORSTER ATTACKS LIBERALS IN HOME CONSTITUENCY 
SPEECH 

REFS: (A) PRETORIA 4139, (B) PRETORIA 4125, 

(C) JOHANNESBURG 1424 

1. DURING HEIDELBERG SPEECH OCT. 29 IN WHICH VORSTER 
CHALLENGED STATE DEPT. ON APARTHEID DETENTIONS (REFTEL A), 

HE ALSO TOOK PROGRESSIVE REFORM PARTY TO TASK, AS WELL AS 
NEWMEN WHO SEEMED TO FEAR THAT NATIONALISTS WOULD GAIN 
CONTROL OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE PRESS (REFTEL B). SOME 600 
NATIONALISTS WERE IN ATTENDANCE, AND APPLAUSE WAS LOUD AND 
FREQUENT. 

2. TERMING THE PRP A POLITICAL PARTY THAT BEDEVILLED 
RACE RELATIONS INSIDE AND OUTSIDE SOUTH AFRICA, WHETHER 
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IT MEANT TO OR NOT, VORSTER SAID IT WAS A MOVEMENT 
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"WHICH SOUTH AFRICA COULD WELL DO WITHOUT." HE SAID THE 
PRP WANTED TO GET INTO POWER ON THE BACKS OF AFRICANS, 
INDIANS AND COLOREDS, AND ACCUSED THAT IT TRIED TO TELL 
THE WORLD THAT THE NATIONALIST GOVERNMENT WAS A MINORITY 
GOVERNMENT, WHILE THE PRP WAS A MORE AUTHENTIC 
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN PEOPLE. VORSTER SAID 
THAT HE HAD INFORMATION INDICATING THAT THE DIALOGUE 
CONFERENCES HELD BE THE PRP WITH BLACK LEADERS (REFTEL C) 
HAD GONE MUCH FURTHER THAT A MERE DISCUSSION OF PROBLEMS. 
HE ALLEGED THAT CONFERENCES HAD ALSO CONSIDERED HOW TO 
MAKE TROUBLE FOR THE GOVERNMENT, EMBARRASS IT, AND UPSET 
ITS POLICIES. HE CALLED ON PRP LEADERSHIP TO "SAY TO 
OUR PEOPLE WHAT THESE TALKS WERE ABOUT, AND WHAT THEY 
DECIDED FOR THE FUTURE ... THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH AFRICA HAVE 
A RIGHT TO KNOW." IN SHARP CONTRAST TO HIS EXORTATION OF 
PRP, VORSTER REPORTEDLY COMPLIMENTED UNITED PARTY FOR ITS 
HANDLING OF RACIAL ISSUES. 

3. COMMENTING ON THE CONTROVERSIAL BID FOR SAAN NEWSPAPERS 
BY LOUIS LUYT (REFTEL B), VORSTER DENIED THAT HE HAD ANY- 
THING TO DO WITH THE ISSUE. VORSTER SAID HE WAS AMUSED 

BY THE SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS OF NEWSPAPER EDITORS WHO SEEMED 
TO FEEL THAT THERE WAS SOMETHING WRONG WITHE IDEA THAT 
A NATIONALIST SHOULD OWN AN ENGLISH-LANGUAGE NEWSPAPER. 
THEY SEEMED TO BE AFRAID THAT THEY WOULD NO LONGER BE 
FREE TO WRITE WHAT THEY WANTED TO WRITE. VORSTER 
WONDERED HOW LONG THE POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT OF THE 
RAND DAILY MAIL, FOR EXAMPLE, WOULD RETAIN HIS POSITION 
IF HE WROTE THAT THE ONLY POLICY FOR SOUTH AFRICA WAS 
THAT OF THE NATIONALIST PARTY. "WHO ARE THEY TRYING TO 
BLUFF ? IT IS TRUE THAT THEY CAN WRITE ANYTING AS LONG 
AS IT IS ANTI-NATIONALIST AND AS LEFTIST AS POSSIBLE" 

VORSTER OBSERVED. HE ADDED THAT HE WAS AS CURIOUS AS 
ANYONE TO FIND OUT WHAT THE NEXT DEVELOPMENTS IN THAT 
ISSUE WOULD BE. 

4. PRESS REPORTS INDICATE THAT DURING THE COURSE OF THE 
SPEECH VORSTER ALSO CHALLENGED THOSE WHO REFERRED TO 
NELSON MANDELA AS THE REAL AFRICAN LEADER IN SOUTH AFRICA. 
MANDELA WILL CONTINUE TO SERVE OUT HIS SENTENCE, VORSTER 
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SAID, ADDING THAT MANDELA WAS NEITHER THE NATURAL NOR 
CHOSEN LEADER OF ANY NATION IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

5. VORSTER'S ATTACK ON PRP WAS BRANDED AS "COMPLETELY 
UNFOUNDED" BY MP VAN ZYL SLABBERT. MP HELEN SUZMAN, 
PLANTED TONGUE FIRMLY IN CHEEK, AND THANKED VORSTER FOR 
COMMENTS WHICH CONSTITUTE "GREAT COMPLIMENT" AND PROVE 
PRP IS "ONLY EFFECTIVE OPPOSITION PARTY." IN MORE SERIOUS 
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TONE, SUZMAN DENIED ANYTING "SINISTER" ABOUT MEETINGS 
WITH BLACK LEADERS AND ASSERTED THAT PARTY HAD ALWAYS 
MADE PUBLIC NATURE AND CONTENT OF CONSULTATIONS WITH 
BLACK. BOTH RAND DAILY MAIL AND JOHANNESBURG STAR 
EDITORIALIZED THAT VORSTER'S ATTACK PROMPTED BY NAT FEAR 
OF PROG-REFS, AND REPRESENTS RECOGNITION THAT PRP IS 
MOST SERIOUS OPPOSOION. 

BOWDLER 
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